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Torrance, California 
December 18, 1945 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
~. CITY OF TORRANCE 

, 
The City Council of the City of Torrance oonvened in an Ad

journe~ Regular Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
California, on Tuesday, Decanber 18, 1945 at 7:59 P.M. 

• 
Mayor Tolson oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Gilbert, Hi tohcock, Powell and Tolson. Absent: Coun
cilmen: Cuoci. 

41-1 those present in the Counoil Chamber saluted the Flag. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of a Regular Meet
ing held November 27, 1945 and of a Regular Meeting held Deoember 
11, 1945 be apprqved as written. Counoilman Powe],.l seoonded the 
motion, whioh was oarried.unanimously. 

At 8:00 P.M., Mayor Tolson announoed that time had arrived for 
holding of a hearing in oonnection with proposed Munioipal water 
District No.1 (Walteria-South Torranoe). . 

Clerk Bartlett presented an Affidavit o·f Publioation of Ordi
nance No. 365, read the title thereof, and declared that same 
had been published November 29, 1945 and Deoember 6, 1945. He 
fUrther deolared that the ordinance had been proofed by him and 
was found to be accurate and that publioation is sufficient. 
.. Clerk Bartlett then oalled Mr. Arthur Taylor of the engineer
ing firm of Taylor and Taylor, employed by the City of Torranee, 
who, after being sworn, by City Clerk Bartlett, oert~d that he 
is the engineer for the Munioipal water Distriot No.1 (Walteria
South Torranoe), and certified that the plans, scope and estimated 
oost of the proposed water district are as outlined in the report 
on file with the city; and that all of the lands included within 
the distriot .w111 be benefited. 

Mayor Tolson then asked Clerk Bartlett if he had reoeived any 
wri tten prot.ests. Clerk Bartlett deolared there were no vi tten 
protests received, after whioh Mayor Tolson called for oral pro
tests. There ~ing none, Clerk Bartlett then presented and read. 
ti tIe to, and e.xcerpts from: 

RESOLUTJ:ON NO. 1.752-

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, CALLING 
PROVIDING FOR AND GIVING NOTICE OF A 
SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD JANUARY 15, 
1946 WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF MONICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT NO. 1 OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AS DESC'RIBED HEREIN AND PRO
VIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE QUALI
FIED VOTERS OF SAID DISTRICT OF THE 
PROPOSITION OF INCURRING A DEBT BY THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS OF SUCH DISTRICT IN 
THE. AMOUNT ()F $150,000 .. 00 TO PAY THE 
COSTS ANn EXPENSES OF ACQUIRING AND 
CONSTRUCTING WATER WORKS FOR SAID 
DISTRIG.T. 

Counoilman Gilbe.rt moved that Resolution No. 1752 be adopted. 
Counoilman Powell seconded the motion, whioh was oarried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILM&N: Gilbert, Hltc.b.orek, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIM1lN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cuoci. 



WRITTEN cOMMUNIC~IONS 

A communication was read trom Joel Hagberg, Ialter1a, request
ing that the prospective water users ot Walteria be allowed to 
choose the type ot water systam,.and the souroe of supply of water, 
to be deoided upon, inasmuch, he said, as they will be paying for 

. same. 
Councilman Hi tohcook moved that the communioation be tiled. 

Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimous
ly. 

c . , 
, A communication was read trom C. Z. Iard, Manager, Municipal 

Bus L1nes, calling attention to the fact that, although, 1n July 
ot'1945; a Dispatcher was apPointed to handle gass1ng ot busses to 
eliminate possibility of gaso11ne shortages, a decrease in miles 
per gallon had actually resulted instead ot the expected increasa 
in mileage ot the busses. For this service of gassing busses, he 
said, the Dispatoher receiVes an averaga monthly salary of 1457.83, 
and since no improvement commensurate with the.expense of said 
service has been evidenoed, he said that sound reasonIng would 
command abol1shment ot this position. He asked that the Council 
take steps to do so. 

Also, he said, the City could save the $170.aO be1ng paid to 
the n1ght watchman tor 4i hours work per night by adTanc1ng the 
hours ot the Bus Attendant to oo1ncide with the hours worked by 

~ the night watohman. Therefore, he reoommsnded that the night watoh
D1(ln be dispensed with and the Bus Attendant's hours CJ.hanged trom 
4:00 A.M. to 12:00 Noon to the hours ot 12:00 midnight to 8:00 A..M., 
leaving someone on duty at the City Yard a full twenty-tour hours 
a day. The saving to the City on the above two recommendations 
would amount to $627.83 per month, he said, and would not hamper 
oparation. ot the bus lines in any way. 

Mr. ward's oommunication oontained the following additional .. 
recommendations: 

'rhat the Los Angeles schedule be increased by three round 
trips daily and that the looal schedule be adjusted accordingly; 

That the hus termlIlfl.l at .1.01" South Hill street, Los Angeles, 
~ re-leased tor a period ot two years at a rental ot $125.00 per 
montll; . 
. That $150.00 be allocated tor painting the Los Allgeles bua 
terminal. 

Mr. Ward enclosed a communication addressed to him trom 
sunset stages, requesUng permission to opera". a bus servioe into 

,the C1 ty ot 'forrance from Redond~ . Beach and Inglewood, provided 
the City ot Torrance has abandoned plans to operate a service to 
R,dondo Beach. It was requested that a resolution be passN allow-
1ng SUnset Stages to render the service above-named. Mr. Ward ad
vised 1n his communication that, although he- would not recommend 
at this time that Torranoeoperate a bus serv10e to Redondo Beaoh, 
he would recommend that sunset stages be given per.m18sion/b~erate 
rromRedondo Beaoh and Inglewood, as, he said, it would be somewbat 
beneticial to merchants, manufacturers and residents ot the city to 
have this service. He reoommended that theCounoil pass a resolu
tion as reque.ted. allowing sunset stages to operate into TOrrance 
on certa1n streets, these streets to be deSignated at a later date. 

COunoilman G1lbert moved that the City Counoil ooncur in the 
reoommendations and requests submitted by lIr. Ward. 

COunoilman Powell objected, stating that he telt additonal 
time should be allowed for a oonterence between the Counoil and 
Mr. Ward betore taking action upon these matters. 

Counoilman G1lbert protested that too many things had been 
delayed in the Bus Depar~ent, and that, if Mr. Ward is to be re
tained as Manager ot the Bus L1nes, h1s opinions and recommenda
tions should be respected. He said, although he can appreCiate 
Councilman Powellts att1tude in wantIng to study these matters 
turther, he telt Mr. lard should be given authority to make neoes
sary improvements to the Bus Lines and that the Council anould 
endeavor to make the Bus Department a8 good as possible while await
ing the outcome ot the litigation relative to sale ot the line. 
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Counoilman Powell said that no doubt Councilman Gilbert had 
discussed these matter. with Councilman Hitchcock and Mayor Tolson, 
but that it was the tirst time he has heard-about it, and, therefore, 
he would 11ke further time tor consideration ot the various recom
mendations contained in the letter •. He said he would not ask 
Councilman Gilbert to act upon a matter involving expenditures of 
large sums of money without any advance notice and time tor thought • 

. Councilman Gilbert said there is not a great deal ot money 
involved in the recommendations. 

Councilman Powell retorted that, it Mr. Ward were properly . 
interested in cooperation and was not seeking po11tical advertising, 
he would not have written the communication to the Counoil at all, 
but would have asked tor a meeting, whioh would have, he tinished, 
avoided the untavorable publioity which this will give both sides. 

Counoilman Gilbert said it is agreeable to refer the matter 
over it the majority ot the Council favor doing so. 

Counoilman Hitchcock said he would be. willing to hold the 
matter over for a week, but that he agreed Mr. Ward should be given 
more cooperation, as, he said, -rumor ha.s it that he is not receiv
ing that oooperation-. 

Counoilman Gilbert said he would be agreeable to deferring 
action at this time on one condition, that being that it would be 
detinitely understood that a meeting will be held, with Mr. ward 
in attendance, and that the Council will diligently and conSCientiously 
study all the recommendations. In connection with the request of 
Sunset stages, he said he thought this should be. acted upon now, as 
the SUnset stages are desirous of getting started as soon as possible. 

Councilman Hi tohcock: asked about designation ot streets. J.. 
gentleman 1n the audience, apparently a Sunset stages representative, 
advised that it is not the intention ot the Sunset to parallel the 
existing Bus Lines in 'lorrance, but that they simply want a permit 
to drive to the Beacon Drug Company, '-he present teminalL, and then 
back to Bedondo Beach. . 

Counoilman Hitohcock suggested that this recommendation of Mr. 
ward be aocepted, and asked for the next aesolution number, being 

RRSOLUTION 110. l75~ 
\ 

RKSOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF TIm 
CI'l"Y OF TORRANCE GRANTING THE REQ,UKSor. 
OF SUNSET STAGES TOOPXBATE ON CER'l"AIN 
STREETS IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Counoilman Hitchoock moved that Resolution No. 1753 be adopted. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, whioh was oarried by the 
following roll oall vote: ,J..YES: COUNClIMEN: Gilbert, Hitohoock, 
Powell and .'1"olson. NOES: cOUNCIIJlE!I: None. ABSENT:: COUNCILMEN: 
OUcet. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read portions of a Statement 
trom the Oounty ot Los .lngeles summarizing the information oon-
tained in 'the Qounty's Tax Aooounts with the City ot Torrance tor the 
tiscal year 1944-45. Clerk Bartlett advised that, the delinquency rate 
of l.43~ is oneot the lowest sinoe he has been in ottice. Matter 
ot record. 

A communication was read from Gilbert Klein, Attorney at Law, 
enclosing veritied claim for damages against the cityot Torranc., 
being the olaim ot Catherine Paluso, 130-3/4 South Avenue 21, Los 
Angeles, that on the 27th day ot .ugust, 1945, whi1. viewing a Daseball 
game at the Torrance Baseball Park, she was struok in her right eye 
bya baseball that hadDeen, batted th~ough an opening that had neg11-
gently been permitted to remain in a soreen ereoted at said ball 
park tor the protection of spectators, and claiming damages against 
the City in the sum of 115,000.00. . 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that the claim be denied and referred 
to the insuranoe oarrier. Oouncilman Gilbert seconded the motion, 
whioh was carried unanimously. 



A ~unication was read from Bernhard D. Bunje, tendering his 
resignation trom the Civil Service Board, effective December 31, 
Ui45, due to the fact that he expects to move from the City of 
Torrance, and expressing appreciation for cooperation and consider
ation extended to him during his term of service on the Board. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the resignation be. accepted 
and that a letter be written to Mr. Bunje thanking him for his 
faithful and excellent. service to the City while serving on the 
Civil Service Board. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that Mr. George Thatcher be appointed 
to serve the unexpired term of Mr. Barnhard ' D. Bunje as a member 
of the Civil Service Board. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll oall :vote: AYES: 

. COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUN-
CIlMEN: None. ABSEN'l': COUNCIIMEN: Cucci. 

Mr. Thatcher advised that, although he has not had any parti
cular experience to qualify him to serve on the Ci vll service Board, 
he will accept the aPPOintment and serve to the best of his ability. 

A communication was read from Torrance Post No. 3251, Veterans 
of Foreign lars of the United States, requesting authorization to 
conduct regular Friday night dances at the Civic Aud1torimn, to be 
sponsored by . the Post, and to be managed by Mr. Vernon Coil, a 
member of same. 

COuncilman Gilbert advised that it has been the policy of the 
Council not to reserve the auditorium for a specific night of the 
week over a period of time, and suggested that it be referred to 
Councilman Cuoci for recommendation and checking of the auditorium 
schedule. He said the idea 1 s a good one. Kayor TOlson said per
haps it could be granted to them with the understanding that, if 
necessity arose for using the Auditorium on ·a Friday night for any 
other purpose, advance notice .could be given the Post in order that 
they could alter their plans and relinquish the auditorium for the 
night needed for other purposes. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be referred to 
CounCilman Cucci for ohecking the auditorium schedule and for recom
mendation at the next meeting. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, 
whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Kiwanis Club of Torranoe, 
requesting use of one of the vacated day nursery buildings at the 
City Park for Boy Scouts, the various troops to. meet there on 
different nights during the week. 

A recommendation from ,pale Riley, Superintendent of Recreation, 
that this requ*st be granted, was attached, with the further recom
mendation that certain repairs be made to the building deoided upon 
to place it in a suitable condition for use by the Scouts. 

Councilman G1lbertmoved that the recommendation of Mr. Riley 
be concurred in and the request granted. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from John C. FitZhugh, advising that 
he has been compelled by foree of circumstances to move into a, 
building previously erected by his father on Lot 70, Traot 7955, 
on Madison street, Walter1a (the wr1ter's own property) as a 
storage room for his furniture, and that he had been notified by 
the City Engineer to vacate the building by December 18, 1945. He 
asked :tor permission to continue living in the building temporaril;r 
until he oan erect a house on the front of the lot. 
. Engineer Jain advised that the writer had not , been given notice 
to vacate, but had been advised to submit a request to the Counoil 
:tor permission to live in the temporary quarters. 

COunoilman Powell moved that Mr. FitZhugh be granted a permit 
to continue living in the temporary quarters now occupied by him 
and his family for a period of ninety days, provided he shows in
tentions by that time of erecting a house. Councilman Gilbert 
seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from C. E. Hetn, 22l9i Gramercy 
Avenue, requesting refund of unused portion of Business License 
No. 235 issued to him August 1, 1945. 



Councilman Powell moved that the C1 ty Clerk be authori,z.ed to 
refund to Mr'. He1n the unused portion of Business License No. 235. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by , the 
following roll oall vota: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbart, Hi tchoock, 
Powell. and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: (ruool. 

A eomm.unicat.ion was read from Lindsay D. Ridgeway, applying 
for refund of Businass License No. S8l, issued to him November 27, 
H45. He. advised that plans for opening an, insurance office at 
1307 PostA-vanue have failed. 

Councilman Hitohoook moved that the proper amount be refunded 
to Mr. Ridgeway tor unused Business License NO. 381. Councilman 
Powell seoonded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: C:OUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

~ oommunication was read from E. T. Martin, applying f'or re
,fund of ' unused portion of Business Lioense No. 306, issued to 
,him S.ptember &6, 1945. 

Councilman Hitohoock moved that the unused portion of Business 
Lioense No. 306,be refunded to Mr. Martin. Counoilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: ~YES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. 
No.E:S: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

~ ~unication was read from Mrs. DaVis, 1518i Crenshaw 
Boulevard, calling attention to the trees on the corner of Sonoma 
A.venue and Crenshaw Boulevard, adVising that they have grown so 
tall that they are dangerous. 

Counoilman Hitohcock,moved that this matter be referred to 
the Park Department. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which 
was oarried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, 
advising that the Japanese church, located on Ward street, Walteria 
has been partitioned and is , occupied by two or three Japanese 
fam11ies, about thirteen people in all. It was requested that 
an investiga.tion be made to determine ,whether or not a permit has 
been granted to partition the building, and if a variance has been 
asked for to permit multiple family residence in a single family 
residence z.one • 

. Councilman Powell moved that the communication be referred 
to the Oi ty Engineer for checking and report to the ai ty Council. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the mot.1on, which was carried unani
mQusly. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, 
enclosing ,copies of a letter written to the Oi ty Council on February 
6, 1945" at which time it was referred to the City Attorney for 
investigation and report. It was requested that some report of 
this investigatio,n be made, inasmuch as the community is becoming 
more thickly settled by the Japanese every week. 

The copy of the lette;t' referred to dealt with the matter of 
restrictions set forth in deed.s of certain tracts of land in 
Walteria, specifying that no part of property shall be used or 
occupied by any person of African or Asiatic descent, or any 
person not of the White or Caucasian race. 

~t this point, a discussion ensued relative to the question 
of' returning Japanesa people to the community. Engineer Jain re
ported that, in cpnnection with the partitioning of the building 
above referred to, the thirteen Japanese occupants claim to be 
related, which, he said, mayor may not constitute · 'one family". 
He said the building is structurally sound, even though the parti
tions may not be the best. He added that, so far as he can deter
mine, the City cando nothing more than endeavor to collect the 
permit fee, which he had requested, first verbally and then in 
writing, the Japanese to pay. 

It was agree\i by the Council that the problem of the return
ing Japanese presents an extremely difficult situat10n, one which 



cannot be settled without much thought and study. Councilman 
Gilbert stated that he sympathized with the people who object to 
the Japanese l1ving in their neighborhood, declaring that he would 
do likewise as would many more people. 

Atter some further discussion'- Counoilman Gilbert moved that 
a meeting be held December 26, 1945 at 5:00 P.M. (preoeding the 
regular Council Meeting) with Engineer Jain for a thorough, care
ful discussion of the seriousness of the question of returning 
Japanese in an effort to arrive at some conclusions as to how 
the matter should be handled. Councilman Hitchoock secondeo. the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Citizens National Trust and 
Savings Bank of Los Angeles, relative to the Mabel E. Frank Will 
Trust, Trust CT $054, in reply to several inquiries from Engineer 
Jain during the past year relative to the purchase by the City of 
the interest of the above trust in Lots 23, 24 and 25 of Tract 5944. 

It was stated that the bank is now in a position to entertain 
an offer for the purchase of their undivided one-half interest in 
these lots, and, if an offer is submitted for the whole, the Bank 
will take same up wi th Mr. Slavico, eo-owner. 

Engineer Jain informed that this property is adjaoent to the 
City Yard, and would be good property for the City to own. 

Councilman Hitchoook moved that the City Engineer report at 
the next meeting regarding approximate value of the land. Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Cyclone Fence Division, American 
Steel and Wire Company, submitting quotations for furnishing and 
install1ng a 6' fence around the City Dump and outl1niilg detailed 
specifications .. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that the oommunication be filed 
for reference at a later date. Councilman Powell seooIided the . 
motion, which was carrted unanimously. 

A communioation was read from Torranoe Lions Club, requesting 
that the Civic Auditorium be decorated appropriately for the 
mammoth danoe to be held at the CiviC Auditorium on New Year's 
Eve under the co-sponsorship of ·the Lions Club and the veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post No. 3251. 

Councilman Gilbert said he favored decorating the Auditorium 
with appropriate Christmas decorations for the benefit of all the 
various organizations and individuals holding holiday festivities 
at the Auditorium. 

After a short discussion, Councilman Gilbert moved that James 
Brodie, Building Custodian; be authorized to contact a decorating 
firm and request them to consult with Mr. Brodie relative to type 
of decorations, prices, etc., Mr. Brodi. to ~hen oontaot a majority 
of the Council for authorization to expend whatever amount is 
agreed upon by all concerned for Christmas decorations for the 
Auditorium. Counoilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was 
'oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the City of Maywood, extending 
an invitation to all oi-tizens to view Maywood's Nativity Scene 
located west of the Maywood City Hall, any evening from Deoember 
13, 1945 until Christmas. 

J.. communication was read from Torrance Area Veterans Service 
Center, outlining the business of this organization and requesting 
that the City Council select a representati"l'8 and alternate at the 
earliest possible time and furnish the Center the name, address and 
phone number of each, it -being necessary, in order to comply with 
the method of organization, to form a representative group consist
ing of one delegate and one alternate- to be elected by each organiz
ation within the area directly interested in Veterans Welfare and 
Community interest. It was advised that this particular Service 
Center serves the areas of Gardena, Harbor 'City, Keystone, Lomita, 
Torranoe and Wa! teria. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Mayor be authorized to act 
as the representat,ive of the City of Torrance, and that he be 



allowed to select Ilis own alternate. Counoilman Gilbert seoonded 
the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communioation was read .from Pueblo center, requesting street 
lighting on the street used by teen-agers traveling to and from 
the Teen-Age Club, known a8 the -203rd Club-. 

Clerk Bartlett reported that he and Mr. Riley had investi
gated this matter and found that, for very little cost, the neces
sary street lighting could be provided. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the request be referred to 
the City Engineer for recommendation at the next meeting. Counoil
man Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from Tide Water Associated Oil 
Company, Assooiated Division, advising that, for the twelve 
months preceding Deoember 2, 1~45, no receipts or earnings were 
,derived by said Company trom the use, operation and possession 
of Los Angeles County Franohise Ordinance No. 1551 within the City 
ot Torrance. Matter of record. 

A oommunioation ~s read from W. L. Allen, 4815 West 171st 
street, relative to Torranoe Water District No. 2 (North TOrrance
proposed). requesting that the southern boundary be established 
along 190th street, exoluding General Petroleum corporation. He 
expressed a,ppreciation that no "cheap subdivision" had been es
ta,blished in the vioinity of Prairie Avenue and Redondo Beach 
Boulevard. Also, he said he favored an airport on that site. 

A communication was read from the County of Los Jngeles, 
Board of Supervisors, enolosing oertified oopy of resolution adopted 
'by the Board of Supervisors on November 27, 1945, deQlaring Il11nois 
Street (Gramercy Place) in the City of Torrance to be a part of the 
County System of Higllways, and requesting the consent of the City 
of Torranoe to its 1mprovemen~ by the County. 

Engineer Jain advised that the County requires a resolution by 
the City CounCil, consenting to have the street improved by the 
County, in order that the Flood Control District may proceed with 
certain improvements, and recommended that a resolution be passed. 

In oonnection with this matter, and in compliance with Engineer 
Jain's recommendation, Clerk Bartlett ~ead ~he next Resolution 
number, being: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1754 

A. RESOLUTION OF THE Cln: COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZ
ING THE ESTAaLISHMENT OF ILLINOIS STREET 
(GRAMERCY PUCE) BET~ .1.6oth .srREET 
AND 174TH STREET IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AS A PART OF THE COUNTY SYSTEM OF HIGHWAYS. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution ,No. 1754 "be adopted. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchoook, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cuoci. 

A. communication was read from the Torrance Chamber of Commeroe, 
expressing appreciation of the Board of Directors for the Couneil's 
action in providing appropriate Christmas decorations for the streets 
in the central district. 

A oommunioation was re.ad from Glenn M. Jain, Se.oretary, Torrance 
Planning Commission, adVising that the City Planning CommiSSion met 
in special session Deoember 17, 1945 to consider the petition of the 
Torranoe Chamber of Commeroe requesting that the rear yard require
ments in the C-1 and C-2 Districts, as required ~y Land Use Ordinanoe 
Nq. 510, be revoked. Mr. Jain stated that action had been taken by 
tne Commission to hold the necessary hearings~ one before the Planning 
COmmission, and one before the City CounCil, first one to be held 
January 2, 1945, for this matter and other minor ohanges which will 



· clarity certain requirements 01' Ordinance NO. 315. He reoommended 
that the City Counoil concur in the request tor the publio hearings 
on the proposed amendments to Ordinanoe No. 315. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the City Council concur in the 
action of the Planning Commission in this matter. Councilman, 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication, signed by City Engineer Jain and Fire Chief 
McMaster, was read, recommending and urging that the City Council 
authorize the City Clerk to arrange a contract with a suitable 
individual or company to have the records of legal ownerships 
and addresses brought up to date and regularly maintained for the 
use of all departments of the CitY' and of the general public. Mr. 
Jain advised that this service can be obtained at a reasonable fee 
and will more than pay for itself in the s-ervioe whioh it renders 
in a. very short time. He outlined the ways in whi oh the information 
will be used, and stated that the present reoords havenot bean 
brought up to date since 1955. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to obtain estimates from various oonoerns or firms who do this type 
of work and submit the prices to the City Counoil. Counoilman 
Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hi tchcook, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuooi. 

A communication was read from Loyal Order 01' Moose, Torrance 
Lodge No. 785, request.ing an appropriation of $1500.00, and rree 
use of the Civio Auditorium SundaY' December 2~, 1945 from 1:00 P.M. 
to 5:00 P.M. for a Childrens' Community Christmas Party for 2500 
ohildren, stating that it will be a bigger and better program than 
was given last year. 

Counoilman Gilbert stated that a committee from the Moose 
Lodge had met with the City Council and outlined the details 01' 
the party, whioh had apparently been given favorable consideration 
by the Council. 

Counoilman Gilbert moved that $1.500.00 be appropriated, from 
the Advertising Fund, to defray expenses of a Childrens'. Community 
Christmas Party, to be held Sunday, December 23, 1945 sponsored by 
Loyal Order 01' Moose, Torrance Lodge No. 785, to be paid upon pre
sentation of proper invoices. Counoilman Powell seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Gilbert, Hitohoook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: Cuoci. 

Oounoilman Gilbert moved t_hat Loyal. Order of Moose, Torrance 
Lodge No. '185, be granted ,tree use of the Civic Auditorium all day 
Sunday, December 25, 1945 for the ~urpose of holding a Childrens Y 

Community Christmas party. Counoilman Hitohoock seoonded the motion, 
whioh was oarried by the tollowing roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCIL
!II!E'N: Gilbert, Hi toheook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuooi. 

A eammunioation was read trom Glenn M. Jain, City Engineer, 
attaohing two oopies of Easement from the·Santa Fe Railroad company, 
three copies 01' Easement f"rom Dominguez E.state Company, and three 
copies of "Consent~ trom the General Petroleum Corporation, in 
oonneotion wi th the 203rd Street sewer reoently constructed. 

It was requested that a resolution be prepared and approved by 
the Counoil aocepting these easements, and authori.zing the City 
Clerk to have them reoorded with the County Reoorder. 

Cler-kBartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1755 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING EASEMENTS 
FROM SANTA FE RAILROAD COMPANY, DOMINGUEZ 
ESTA.TE COMPANY, AND ACCEPTING CONSENT 
FROM GENERAL PETROLEUM.CQRPO~ION OF 
RIGHT OF WA.Y FOR SEWER PURPOSES ON 203RD 
STREET, AND AUTHORIZING THE RECORDING OF 
SAMK. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1755 be adopted. 
Counoilman Gilbert seoonded the moti on, which was carried by the 
following roll call. vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hi tohcook, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNClIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
CUcoi. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1756 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE PROHIBITING LEFT TURNS 
AT 1434 MARCELINA AVENUE AND 1617 CABRILLO 
AVENUE AND ORDERING THE INSTALLATION OF 
"NO LEFT TURN tt SIGNS AT SAID LOCATIONS 

Counoilman Powell moved that Resolution No. 1756 be adopted.. 
Councilman Hitchoook seoonded the mot1on, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: G11bert, H1tohoock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci. 

Clerk Bartlett presented 77 petit10ns, together with a letter 
signed by C1ty Employees, requesting that the Retirement, Plan tor 
Ci ty Employees be adopt.ed by Counoilmanic action, to become effec
tive July 1, 1946 rather than to require this proposition to be 
voted upon b.y the people. Reasons tor this request were g.1 ven. 
Clerk Bartlett reported that the petitions and letter contained a 
total of 1753 s1gnatures. . 

A. lengthy discussion of t .his aubject fillowed, the predominant 
question being, -if this City Council takes actj.on to adopt a Re
tirement system tor City Employees, oan a subsequent City Council, 
by Council action, repeal iU- Deputy City Attorney Willett read 
an excerpt of the law, to the effect that, regardless of whether 
the Retirement System is adopted by Couno1lmanio aot,1on, or by e 
vote of the electorate, it. can be re.pealed only by a vote of the 
electorate. 

This apparently surprised some members of the council, as, 
Councilman Gilbert pointed ,out, the representative who appeared 
before the Council and employees at a meeting when the proposition 
first st,arted gaining interest, stated t.hat, if adopted by Council
manic ,action, it could not be repealed bya subse'quent Council until 
after five years. . . 

Counoilman Gilbert declared that thisconstltuted one of the 
main reasons he had not favored adopt1ng it by Councilmanic action, 
as he felt it should not be a matter which could be buffe'tied around 
for political expediency or gain. 

Attorney Willett replied that the la.w is specific in its treat
ment of the repealing of such a r 'etirement system, adding that the 
law he cites is as of 1941, and he knows of no later amendments or 
supplements to 1 t., . 

Clerk Bartlett read oommunications from The AlIler1can Legion, 
Bert S. Crossland Post No. 170, United Steelworkers of America, 
Looal Union 1414, Torrance L10ns Club and Torrance Post No. 5251, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the united states, all endorsing the 
Ret1rement System above referred to. 

The matter was discussed generally for several minutes, all 
members of the Council indioating that they favor the plan and feel 
it is a good one. It was ev1dent that the point brought out by 
Mr. Willett relative to method of repeal influenoed the Council's 
attitude toward taking Council action to adopt the plan, as it was 
made clear that none of the Counoil favored adoption of a system by 
Oouncilmanic action only to have it used as a -polit1cal football ft 

five years or more hence, which would bring about an everlasting 
condition of uncertainty and insecurity for city employees. There 
appeared to be a genuine deSire to give to city employees a sound, 
secure plan, immune trom political attacks, to serve one purpose 
only, that being to retire oity employees with a pension for their 
years of service to the City. 

It was pointed out that the trend in all industrial and com
mercial fields, as well as governing agencies, is toward retirement 
and pension plans. Counoilman Powell said he felt there should be 



a Na~ional Retirement System, but, inasmuch as there is not, the 
next best methods must be resorted to. 

There appeared to be a small doubt relative to method of repeal, 
so, after some continued discussion, it was decided that ahief Stroh 
should contact Mr. Cornwall, the representative of the State Re
tirement Plan who originally explained ~he plan, and clarify the 
point about whether or not a subsequent Council ean repeal the plan 
if adop ted by the pre sent Counci 1. 

Councilman Powell moved that the matter be deferred until the 
meeting of December 26, 1945 to allow Ch1ef Stroh time to contact 
Mr. Cornwall relative to the question of method of repeal. Council
man Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that Chief Stroh be instruc.ted to 
contact Mr. Cornwall and ask for a clarification of the question, 
"can a subsequent City Council repeal the Retirement Plan if it 
is adopted by the present City Council?- Oouncilman Hitchcock 
seconded the mot ion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of $154.84, plus 
tax, be made for brake lining for Crown Busses, from Brake Lining 
sales Company. Oouncilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was 
carried by th& following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: -I Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: ,COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

I ***INSERT 
I Councilman Powell read a recommendation from dames Brodie that 

certain utensils be purchased for the Civic Auditorium., and moved 
that Clerk Bartlett be authori~ed to obtain prices for same. Coun
cilman Gilbert seconded the moti on, which was carried unanimously. 

L 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to _ 
axceed $160.00 be made for culvert pipe across Arlington Avenue, at 
Laguna Dominguez Channel. ' Councilman Gilbert secooo.ed the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN
CILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Oucci. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that William Dymond be employed as 
a laborer, Street Department, on a temporary baSis, at a salary ot 
$170.00 per month, effective November 5, 1945. Councilman Gilbert 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchoook, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cuc c1. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that dack R. stephens, who has been 
on Military leave of absence, be re-employed as a laborer, Street 
Department, at a salary of $170.00 per montl1, effect1ve November 
26, 1945. Oouncilman Gilbert seconded the mot10n, wh1ch was 
carrie:d by the follow1ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
G11bert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: CUcc1 •. 

Counotlman Powell asked whether or not he had applied for 
reinstatement through the Civil Service Board, Engineer Jain re
ply,ing in the affirmative. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropr1ation of $4~2.00 
be made for rental of Christmas decorations for the Ohristmas season 
consisting of garlands, pom-poms and banners for ,27 lamp posts. 
Oouncilman Gilbert seconded the motion, wh1ch was earried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: G1J.bert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Hi tchcock moved that an approprlat1on of $115.48 
plus tax, be made for four swivel casters and four wheels for a 
portable crane for the City Garage. Councilman G11bert secon~ed 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: CeUNCILMEN:, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: CUcc1. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of $100.49 
be made for rollers, idler and pins for repairs to the loader, 
street Department. Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:. 
Gilbert, H1tchcock, Powell and Tolson • . NOES: CQUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

Councilman Gilbert moved tha.t the employment of Edwin Clemons 
as a park maintenance man, on a temporary basis, be authorized, 
effective December 1, 1945 at ,a salary of $170.00 per month, to 
fill the .vacanoy created by transfer of Frank Cook. Councilman . 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitohoook, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: cucci. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that the Counoil instruct the City 
Clerk to plaoe in the mailbox at each member of the City Council a 
list of the recommendations made by Bus Manager Ward, and that 
the City Clerk be instructed to notify Bus Manager Ward to meet 
with the. City Counoil at 5:00 P.M. Deoember 26, 1945. Councilman 
Hitchcock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of $74.20 be made 
to' the Chamber of Commerce fo;!: entertainment of new and retiring 
offioers in oharge of Naval Material Re~istribution Center. Coun
oilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcook, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: C.uc ci • 

Mayor Tolson moved that a relief girl be employed for the 
Water Department for a period of not to exceed sixty days while the 
regular employee is on leave of absenoe, at a rate of to.90 per hour. 
Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the moti on, ,which was carried by the 
followi ng roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN': Gil bert, Hit chao ok, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIIHEN: . None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Cucci. 

Mayor Tolson reported that a vacancy exists on the PlannIng 
CommiSSion, due .to expiration of Mr. LeGrande Barkdull's .term on 
December 13, 1945. . 

Councilman Hitohcook moved that Mr .. LeGrande Barkdull be re
ap.pointed to membership on the City Planning Commission for a 
full term, to expire Deoember 13, 1949. C.ouncilman Gilbert seoond.ed 
the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Mayor Tolson commented that, at a prior meeting, the Cham.ber 
of Commeroe recommended appointmen~ of an aviation committee to 
present plans and recommendations to further the interests. of 
Torrance in aC'lu1ring the Lomita Flight strip as a Torrance Muni
cipal Airport. He advised that Mr. Parkin of the Cham.ber of Commeroe 
is interested in the matter, and that, .he, Mayor Tolson, had sug
gested that Mr. Parkin suggest names for this oommittee. Council
man Powell suggested .that some of the young men who have served the 
Country in the field of aviation be appointed to this committee, 
as, he. said, their experience qualifies them to serve in this ca
pacity. Councilman Hitohcock said he felt that Mayor Tolson should 
serve on the OOJ:llmi ttee to keep the Council informed of the acti vi
ties of the group. It was pointed out that .the· Committee will have 
no power to act, but will pr.esent its recommendations t~ the Council 
for consideration. 
. Councilman Gilber.t moved that Mayor Tolson b,e delegated to 

represent the City Council on the AViation Committee wh,en it is 
formed. Councilman Hitohcock seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mayor Tolson reported that .a recent aviation oonte.renoe held 
in Sacramento had been found to be extremely interestin~ and enlight
ening for, those city officials who had attended. 

, , 

Engineer Jain reported that a petition for ohange of zone 
from A-l to C-2had been reoeived from Orrie Gray and Vera M. Gray 
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affecting property on Pacific Coast Highway adjacent to Ocean Avenue, 
and advised that it should be referred to the Planning Commission. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that this petition be referred to 
the Planning Commission as recommended by Engineer Jain. Council
man Powell seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Gilbert moved that all City Employees, except those 
necessary to carry on ,essential functions of the ,city, be granted 
an extra holiday, Monday, December 24, 1945, to make a ~otal of 
a four-day Christmas Holiday from saturday to Tuesday inclusive. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the moti on, which .was, carried unani
mously. 

Clerk Bartlett asked 'how this affects the City Clerk's De
partment, the reply being that the Clerk's office performs an 
essential function, and thereby indicated that the offioe should 
not close entirely. 

Chief Stroh asked what provision would be made for his de
partment, to which Councilman Gilbert replied that he knew it 
would seem unfair for everyone except the City pOlicemen and fire
men to have a four-day holiday, but that there seems little which 
can be done, as those departments are definitely essential to the 
welfare or the entire o.ity. 

Oouncilman Hitchcock asked why this oould not be adjusted by 
giving the polioemen who do not benefit by having Monday off an 
extra day of vao.ation when vacation periods start, Ohief Stroh agree
ing that this might be a solution. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the Chief of Police, the Chief' 
of the Fire Department, the City Clerk and the City Engineer be 
authorized to arrange to give time off at a later date to those 
employees who may be required to work Monday as a means of com
pensating theI!l. Councilman Gilbert seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: 
Gilbert, Hitohcook, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: Cucci. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

A sign oontractor requested a permit to install a certain type 
of neon sign at the Bemezvous Care. Oounoilman Hitchcock stated 
that the gentleman had explained. what he requires and moved that 
he be allowed to install the sign, provided it meets with the 
approval of. Oi ty Engineer Jain insofar as specifio.ations and hang
ing of the sign are ooncerned. Councilman Gil·ber,t seoonded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Mitchell of Walterla said that it would be greatly appre
ciated 11' the Oounoil would move some type of building into the 
park .in Walteria for use of the various Boy "Soout Troops and CUb 
Scout Troops in Wal'teria, stating that they have no place to hold 
regular meetings and display their work, which, he said, is .one 
of the principle morale boosters for the boys. Oouncilman Gilbert 
thanked Mr. Mitchell for bringing this to the attention of the 
Counoil, and asked Mr. Mitchell to oontact Dale Riley and find 
out whether or not such a building which oan be moved is available. 

Mr. George Thatcher of Walteria suggested that the streets be 
cleaned on Sunday mornings, stating that he had been greatly em
barrassed recently when bringing an out of town guest into the 
Oity of Torrance to view the main street of the town littered 
wi th papers and debris. 

Councilman Gilbert stated that this matter is under discussion 
before the Planning Commission at the present time and it is hoped 
a solution, in the form of cooperation by the merchants in placing 
their rubbish in proper containers for ready piok up by the city 
trucks, will be arrived at, and the deplorable oondition eliminated. 

Mr. Mitchell said he thought something should be done to cut 
down accidents on Mar"celina Avenue, claiming that, due to angle 
parking on the street, many minor accidents ocour every day. Chief 
Stroh agreed that angle parking is to blame for this, but it was 
pointed out that parallel parking would cut the space now available 



for parking, which is not anywhere near enough, practically in half. 
He said it is a condition which is practically impossible to better 
at this time, with demand for parking space so great. 

Councilman Gilbert moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the moti on" which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIMEN: Gilbert, Hitchcock, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: .COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: Cucci. 

At 10: 12 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded 
by Councilman Gilbert, the meeting adjourned. 

CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

APPROVED: 

MINUTES OF A. REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL .OF 
THE CITY .OF TORRANCE 

T~rrance, California 
December 26, 1945 

The City Council of the City of Torrance oonvened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Wednesday, Deoember 26, 1945 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the mee.ting to order. ' 

Clerk Bartlett called the ro.ll, those answering present being 
Councilmen Cucci, Gilbert, Hitchcock, Powell and Tolson. Absentt 
Councilmen: None. 

All those present in the Council Chamber Saluted the Flag. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the minutes of an Adjourned 
Regular Meeting held December 18, ~945 'be ap-proved as written. 
Councilman Gilbert seconded the motion, which was carried unani
mously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A resolution, approved and adopted on th'e 17th day of 'December, 
1945 by the Torrance Chamber of Commerce, was present,ed, relative 
to the proposed participation by City Employees in the State Em
ployees' Retirement System, and endorsing such participation. 

Councilman Hitchcock ad vised that he believed the Chamber of 
COmmerce is of the impression that the proposition will be placed 
on the ballot at the next general election, And that he felt the 
Chamber should be informed that the petitions recently circulated 
and Signed, which signed petitions were presented at the December 
18, 1945 meeting, oalled for adoption of the system by the City 
Council, rather than calling ror plaCing of the proposition on the 
ballot to be voted on by the electorate. 

Councilman Powell brought up the matter of method of repeal 
of the system, stating that Deputy City Attorney Willett had. in
formed at the December 18, 1945 meeting that, if the system is 
adopted. by the present City Council, it can be repealed by, and 
only by, a vote or the electorate, and not by a subsequent City 
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